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Gbntlemes  of  the  Council 

AND  House  op  Representatives: — 
The  people,  for  the  promotion  of  •whose 
advancement  in  correct,  government  you 
are  now  assembled  in  a  legislative  capa- 
city, are  so  remote  from  the  high  wrought 
excitement    and   consequent  entangling 
questions  common  to  the  populous  marts 
of  nationil  and  international  commerce, 
are  so  little  prone  to  deem  mere  proper- 
ty,   rank,   titles   and   office   the  highest 
prizes  for  humin  effort,  and  through  en- 
lightened choice  are  so  invariably  peace- 
ful  and  law-abiding,  that  your   duties 
^partake   but  in  a  small  degree  of  that 
*  varied,  perplexing  and  intricate  descrip- 
tion so  characteristic  of  the  legislation  of 
most  if  not  all  other  communities.     But 
however  orderly  and  upright  are  a  peo- 
ple, the  changes  and  experience  incident 
to  transpiring  circumstances  and  conse- 
quent new  views  and  event?,  afford  am- 
ple scope  for  the  exercise  of  that  candid 
deliberation    and    prudent     forethought 
without  which  legislation  is  liable   to  be 
far  more  detrimental  than  beneficial. 
Thos«  unparalleled  habits  of  industrji 


Sobriety,  order,  and  respect'  to  the  just 
rights  of  all,  which  so  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguish the  occupants  of  a  region  unin- 
viting to  dwellers  in  more  favored  climes, 
have  continued  in  a  rapidly  increasing 
ratio  to  advance  Utah  to  a  position  in 
social  and  political  progress  worthy  the 
highest  commendatien.  During  the  past 
year,  for  reasons  well  understood,  onr 
progression  has  not  been  so  particularly 
marked  by  improvements  under  appro- 
priations from  the  Territorial  treasury  08 
it  has  by  unostentatious,  persevering  and 
skillful  individual  efforts  most  success^ 
fully  applied  to  extending  the  area  of  our 
tillable  land,  to  the  gradual  introduction 
of  a  more  economical,  systematic  and 
judicious  cultivation  of  the  various' pro- 
ducts adapted  to  our  soil  and  climate,  to 
the  requisite  care  and  improvement  of 
stock,  to  the  erection  of  more  commod- 
ious private  dwellings,  and  to  a  large  and 
highly  encouraging  increase  in  domestic 
manufactures.  These  pursuits  and  their 
results,  in  the  comparatively  Lumblp, 
limited  and  tardy  mode  as  yet  compelled 
by  the  time,  thought  and  means  that  can 
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be  devoted  to  their  conduct  and  attain- 
ment, are  tame  and  uninteresting  to  those 
who  dwell  amid  the  whirl  of  mental  and 
},hysical  energies  constantly  taxed  to 
their  utmost  tension  in  the  selfish,  unsat- 
isfying and  frenzied  quest  of  wordly  emo- 
lument, famfe,  power,  and  maddening 
draughts  from  the  syren  cup  of  pleasure, 
but  they  are  laying  for  us  and  our  child- 
ren a  foundation  broad,  deep,  strong  and 
durable,  upon  which,  through  the  bless- 
ings of  our  God,  to  rear  a  superstructure 
for  the  temporal  well  being  of  ourselves 
and  the  thousands  upon  thousands  who 
will  seek  unto  us  for  sustenance  and  the 
enjoyment  of  the  inalienable  rights  ol 
civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Whether  our  agricultural  interests, 
though  so  broadly  underlying  and  essen- 
tially upholding  all  other  avocations,  re- 
quire at  present  the  further  aid  of  special 
legislation  may  well  be  questioned,  since 
private  enterprise  has  accumulated  indi- 
vidual means  until  our  agriculturists  and 
graziers  are  abundantly  able,  either  sing 
ly  or  by  the  combination  of  a  few  of  the 
more  energetic,  to  procure  those  ap- 
proved labor  saving  machines  and  import 
those  kinds  and  numbers  pf  domestic 
Animals  that  their  ripening  experience 
may  dictate.  And  aside  from  that  con- 
stantly increasing  experience  and  ability, 
*nd  a  higher  tone  of  energy  in  their  ap- 
plication, the  Deseret  Agricultural  and 
Manufacturing  Societj  have,  through  the 
appointment,  from  time  to  time,  of  lec- 
tures upon  these  and  other  practicable 
branches  of  industrial  pursuits,  and  the 
Annual  distribution  of  prizes  for  the  best 
jpecimens  of  home  products,  diffused  a 
l»:udable  emulation  for  attaining  superior 
excellence  in  every  department  pertaining 
to  our  temporal  advancement,  insomuch 


that  with  the  facilities  as  yet  at  our  com- 
mand it  would  appear  advisable  to  still 
leave  tliose  and  kindred  interests  to  the 
able  management  and  fostering  care  of 
that  Society.  True,  their  recurring  an- 
nual Fair,  bold  in  this  city  in  October 
last,  owing  to  circumstaniFis- beyond  tbeir 
control,  was  by  no  means  so  fully  atttud- 
ed  nor  the  articles  in  exhibition  so  nu- 
merous and  varied  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case,  still  the  most  casual 
observer  could  but  note  and  be  gratified 
with  the  abundant  evidence  of  the  indus- 
trial prosperity  of  our  Territory. 

The  mechanical  skill  of  our  artisans,  so 
far  as  material  would  permit,  has  alio 
been  assiduously  applied  to  the  home 
supply  of  those  necessaries  and  comforts 
so  essential  to  well  ordered  civilized  so^ 
ciety,  thus  freeing  us  in  a  goodly  degree 
from  the  heavy  tax  of  imported  goods; 
yet  there  is  an  ample  and  ever  increasing 
demand  for  the  products  of  their  labor  at 
very  liberal  rates  of  compensation,  which 
will  doubtless  afford  all  necessary  induce- 
ment for  home  manufacture  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  raw  materials  in  our  pos- 
session, excep't,  perhaps,  in  the  article  of 
iron.  They  also,  in  common  with  all 
other  classes  of  our  producers,  share  prS-  ^ 
portionally  in  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  annual  exhibition  of  their  handiwork 
m  oiir  ^airs. 

In  some  instances,  especially  so  in  re- 
lation to  the  sugar  cane,  cotton,  wool 
and  dye  stuffs,  the  want  of  the  raw  ma- 
terials has  been  a  serious  drawback,  it 
therefore  affords  me  the  greater  gratifi- 
cation to  be  able  to  inform  ycu  that  there 
is  a  fair  prospect,  at  an  early  date,  that 
our  wants  in  those  particulars  will  be 
amply  supplied,  independent  of  the  bur- 
dens of  importation.     The  Sorghum  or 


CkJnese  s'.ig-\r  cane  has  been  generally 
and  successfully  cirUivated  in  small 
patches  in  a  great  variety  of  soil  tlirough- 
out  many  of  our  settlements, and  has  bten 
proved  to  bo  well  adapted  to  a  uide 
latitude  of  our  climate.  This  plant  is  an 
almost  invaluable  acquisition,  being  sin- 
gularly prolific  in  seed  as  well  as  in  a 
large  amount  of  most  excellent  forage, 
and  affording  a  remarkably  large  piopor- 
tiun  of  juice,  highly  charged  wiih  sac- 
charine matter,which  can  easily  bj  nianu- 
faclured  jnto  a  syrup  almost  if  not  quite 
equal  to  the  far  famed  golden  syrup  of 
the  sugar  reHiievies,  thereby  relieving  us 
from  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  a 
burdensome  drain  of  our  circulati.ig  me- 
dium or  the  di.piivation  of  a  licalihfal 
article  of  diet.  A  small  crop  of  a  verv 
good  sample  of  cotlou  was  successfully 
cultivated  in  our  southern  setllemciils 
during  the  past  season,  also  a  few  stalks 
of  indigo,  and  preparations  are  being 
made  \a  that  region  fur  the  production  ol 
cotton  and  indigo  to  supply  our  demands, 
as  speedily  as  indigo  seed  can  be 
procured  in  suQjcient  quantity.  Madder 
cnn  be  raised  in  all  our  setilements,  and 
\t  \i  a  matter  of  a.stouishment  that  no 
seed  of  so  useful  and  easily  cultivated  a 
plant  has  ever  bien  brought  into  this 
TerrilOi  y,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  ihat  our  fiiends  abroad 
will  take  the  earliest  steps  to  supply  this 
wan;.  Our  quaniily  of  wool  is  still  far 
fihort  of  an  adequate  supply,  chiefly 
caused  by  a  measurably  culpable^  inat- 
tention to  the  caie  of  so  valu  tble  a  clas» 
of  stuck  as  are  our  t-iieep,  and  to  depend 
ini;  too  much  npou  fereign  supplje- 
which  are  at  any  lime  liable  to  be  hex  on  ' 
our  reach.  Your  influi-nce,  counsels  an'  i 
I  X  inip!e  can  do  much'tuwards   tncuur.ii; 


ing  the  production  of  wool  and  flax,  that 
our  spinning  wheels  and  looms  be  nut 
compelled  to  stand  idle,  and  the  peopld 
caused  to  suffer  through  their  cWTi  iin- 
providence  in  affairs  within  their  real^ 
and  comprehension. 

The  manufacture  of  iroii  has  not  been 
prosecuted  with  that  success  so  fondly  an- 
ticipated and  so  much  desired,  but  an 
engine  havinjr  been  furnished  to  the  ColtiV- 
pany  it  is  expected  that  all  cobpitible 
attention  will  be  given  to  supplyini£  an 
article  which  enters  so  largely  into  ouf 
various  daily  operations.  In  fiue,  thlre 
is  no  known  limit  to  the  resources  kindly 
provided  in  the  elements  surrounding  uS, 
no  trammel  upon  the  skill  and  energies 
of  the  people,  to  hinder  any  from  putting 
forth  their  talentis  to  the  fullest'  stretch 
for  enriching,  beautifying  and  making 
heavenly   the   mountain   and    desert  re- 

''ions  in  which  our  lot  is  cast. 

1,  -.-'•.-fa 
Our  schools,   to    those   unacquairitea 

tvith  the  facts  and  ciicumstances  con- 
nected therewith,  may  seem  not  to  have 
eceived  that  attention  which  their  iin^ 
portance  demands,  at'tjie  same  time  each 
A.ird  throiigliout  the  Territory  has  pro-: 

ided  one  or  more  comfortable  school- 
louses  commensurate  with' the  number 
if  pupils  to  be  accommodated;  an3  pro- 
lortionably  more  has  been  done  in  Utah 
or  the  true  enlightenment  of  the  rising 
,tneraiion,  than  has  ever  been  accoiti- 
ilished  under  like  conditions  in  any  otiicf 

ortion  of  the  ' Union.     And  asi  !- 

he  stated  hoars  and  exercises  of  tc.o.ilsj 

ducatiiin  is  constantly  attainable  fiuln 
iijoks,  from  conversjijtion.  from  reflection, 

t  home,  abroad,  in  highways  and  by- 
vjiys,  and  as  its  dtveloj;ments  implant 
lie  desire  for,  still  higher  attainments, 
icademics,  coUesjcs  aiid  unLyersilics  will 


)af,\  T(iO  hnn  fof^y  Jo  m"'-"L)'i;'^.  •  ' 
arise  at  the  summoning'  wana  of  increas- 
ing wealth  and  liesure  for  learned  ac- 
quirements until,  eve  long,  we  shall  r^- 
far  outstrip  the  world  in  every  branch  of 
true  science  as  we  now  do  in  that  know- 
ledge which  savoreth  of  eternal  lives. 
In  this  great  cause,  also,  your  influence 
and  example  can  be  made  productive  of 
much  good,  even  though  your  judgment 
fchould  lead  you,  during  your  present 
session,  to  waive  direct  legislation  upon 
this  subject. 

Reports  from  the  Auditor  and  Treas- 
urer, which  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith 
transmit,  will  furnish  you  the  requisite 
information  touching  the  condition  of  tht 
financial  affairs  of  the  Territory. 

The  Parent  Government  exercises  a 
general  supervision  over  the  Aborigines 
Within  its  borders,  yet  a  brief  allusion  to 
the  red  men  within  and  around  Utah 
may  not  here  be  inappropriate,  the  more 
especially  since  the  expense  of  their  care 
and  support  has,  from  the  beginning, 
fallen  almost  exclusively  upon  us,  and 
from  present  appearances  bids  fair  to  do 
so  altogether;  and  still,  after  we  have 
invariably  fed  and  clothed  them  and 
treated  them  with  the  utmost  forbearance, 
in  proper  consideration  for  their  degrad- 
ed condition,  if  we  do  not  turn  out  and 
safely  and  without  charge  escort  to  their 
destination  those  passers-through  who 
have  cheated,  and  then  poisoned  and 
wantonly  slain  untutored  savages,  lying 
and  corrupt  presses  throughout  the  Un- 
ion will  send  forth  against  us  a  united 
and  prolonged  howl  of  base  slander  and 
false  accusations,  charging  upon  us  all 
the  murders  and  massacres  occurring 
between  the  Missouri  river  and  the  Sierra 
Nevada  mountains,  with  the  sole  intent 
to  excite  to  frenzy  a  spirit  for  our  exter- 


mination. However  much  we  may  be 
disposed  to  deplore  that  savnge  usage 
which  wreaks  indiscriminate  vengeance, 
we  still  more  deeply  deprecate  that 
double-dyed  villainy  of  fiendish  editors 
and  their  lie-loving  readers,  who  willfully 
suppress  and  falsely  color  facts  and  s\ib- 
vert  truths  for  the  sole  purpose  ef  raising 
an  unhallowed  hue  and  cry  against  an 
innocent  people,  for  those  editors  and 
readers  have  been  betler  taught;  and 
suggest  tliat  if  all  such  charackrs  wo\iId 
organize  themselvs  into  patrol, ing  Vig- 
ilance Committees  for  the  puipose  of  res- 
traininjj  the  cruel  and  outracferus  con- 
duct  of  a  portion  of  tie  annual  pass- 
ing emigration,  they  would  soon  learn 
that  the  Indians  are  far  ofiener,  if 
not  always,  when  difference  of  education 
and  habits  is  included,  'more  sinned 
against  than  sinning,'  that  the  most  for- 
bearing will  not  forever  patiently  endure 
a  continued  tirade  of  unjust  threats, 
abuse  and  vituperation,  that  kindness  is 
much  more  winning  than  severity,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  o.'  Utah,  as  ever,  are 
at  home  noiselessly  pursuing  their  peace- 
ful avocations  and  struggling  to  mete  out 
even  handed  justice  to  all,  irjespective  of 
creed  or  party.  But  however  Govern- 
ment may  neglect  and  however  enemies 
may  rage  and  falsely  accuse,  the  exper- 
ience derived  from  a  long  observation  of 
the  yearly  improvement  in  some  of  the 
most  degraded  Indian  tiibes  upon  the 
Continent,  strongly  promp's  me  to  again 
recommend  the  coniinu;ince  of  tliat  hu- 
mane policy  so  uniformly  pursued  by 
Utah  towards  her  wild  denizens,  gradu- 
ally leading  them  like  children  in  the 
rudiments  of  civiliziition,  uliicli  has  so 
often  resulted  and  will  ever  result  in 
savin":  lives  that  would  otherwise  have 


IWfH'  and  otherwise  will  be  deslvoTed, 
Js'nd  'whicli  my  judgment  dictates  to  bt- 
the  wisest,  most  humane  and'OveH  chbMp- 
rist  pdlicy  that  can  as  yet  be  iidopied, 

'  Vo\i  are  Hhendy  aware  that  upon  ex- 
amining Ihd  bids  fiil-  carrying  the  mail  on 
the  route  between  tliis  C'iiy  and  Inde- 
pendence, Mo  ,  in  tlie  fall  of  l[io6,  the 
contract  for  that  route  was  awarded 
to  Sir.  Hiram  Kimbtdl,  ;l  citizen  ol 
this  Territd'ry,  in  compliance  wiih  a  ruk 
rtfiiuiring  the'  acbeptancu  of  the  low- 
est responsible  bid.     You  are  also  aware 


being  still  further  sliortened'.':  This 
prompt,  safe  and  reliable  t-ervice,  attain- 
ed by  the  expenditure  of  upwards  of 
I  *I;25,O0U  in  a  ie«r  months,  was  well  un- 
derstood ill  the  Post  Office  Department 
in  Was-hington'fbut'ihstjiad  of  even  mak- 
iiig  punctual  quarterly  payments  at  the 
Inw  contract  rate  of  -iJiSS.OtJO  a  ryear  and 
extendingiiveryiltgal  facility,  and; raiooiir- 
agenient  in  their  power  to  (heci  ntractor, 
ih;it  Dep.irlmenl,  takiig  an.  i>jijust  aiid 
altogether!  unwarrantable '  adViaatagkiof!  a 
clause  wisely  deMgned  for  ihe  protection 


'that    the     re([a\sife    service    begnn    to  j  of  public  rights,  tyrnnnioAlly  disannulled 
be  put  upon  t^hat  route  so  early  as  Feb|  •  .the  conXr^ict,  alleging,  ■asoiaseifar.  such 


niary  last,  upon  (he  first  unofficial  inti- 
in:\tion  of  the  acceptance  of  the  bid,  and 
several  weeks  beforirthe  arrival  of  official 
notilication.  the  letter  containing  that  no- 
tification having  wintered  at  the  Uevil's 
ftatfe  in  crire  of  a  mail  conductor  in  the 
employ  of  the  former  contractor.  So 
soon  as  that  notifieaiiort  (Same  to  hand, 
arrangements  were  entered  into  for  the 


outrap-feous  usurpation,  naii^liO;  bltt  a  fail- 
ure in  eomnpencing  the  serviae  at  the 
time  required,  when  they  well  knew  that 
Service  was  put  upon;  lihe  route  weeks 
before  the  arrival  of  the'  aceeptanoo  lof 
the  bid,  unduly  detained  throi^hi-the 
fault  of  their  pet  contractor,  aiidifcolster- 
ing  that  allegnlion  with  the  farlje  .and 
.slanderous  assertion,  "the  unsettled  state 


services  of  the  requisite  number  nf  trusty   of  things  at  Salt  Lake  rendering  tlie  mail.s 
and  efficient  men  to   transport  tlie  mail    nnsafc   unddr    present    circairastanees." 


and  select  station  points  at  convenient 
tlistances  and  erect  suitable  buildings 
and  provide  grain  and  forage  therpat; 
animals  and  vehicles   were  rapidly  for- 


To  all  human  appearance  such  conduct 
could  only  have  been  actuated  by  the  fell 
design  to  prevent  L'tah  from  DeaeiA'ing'  a 
single  dollar  of  public  money  for  the  pei- 


warded  throughout  the  whole  length  of  formauce  of  public  service  honorably  cou - 
the  route,  and  with   sueh   liberality  and    traded   for,   even    though,  tlilatvisetwee 


energy  were  these  proceedings  conduct- 
ed that,  instead  of  occupying  and  often 
exceeding  the  schedule  tinAC  of  thirty 
days,  as  had  heretofore  been  the  custom 


wore  performed  in  a  praiseworthy  man- 
ner hitherto  unexampled,  and  t^  deprive 
us,  if  possible,  from  b-coming  hcquainted 
with  the  exterminating  plans  concocted 


in    the   moH   lavorable   seasons   of   th?   in   ^Vashington  against   the  most   loyal 


year,  the  trips  were  performed  in  a  less 
and  still  lessening  number,  until  Mr. 
John  R.  Murdock  and  company  took  the 
July  mail  through  in  tho  unprecedented 
short  time  of  fifteen  Iravelmg  days,  witji 
■  ererj  prospect  for  even  that  brief  period 


Territory  known  since  the  days  of  the 
Revolution.  AVould  they  have  dared  to 
thus  treat  any  St*te  or  any  oUier  Teriii- 
lory,  or  to  have  even  suggested  suali 
treatment?  Every  one  knows  that  lh«y 
would  not.     What  is  obviously   the  only 


inference  to  be  drawn  from  such  tyran- 
nical usage  by  so  important  a  Depart- 
ment of  tbe  General  (jovejnment?  That 
»  deep  settled  and  pie-determined  plan 
has  been  agreed  iiijoii  to  deprive  us  of 
every  vestige  of  Constitutional  rights, 
for  that  usage  accords  only  with  the 
cry  constantly  re-iterated  throughout 
the  States,  'destroy  the  inhabitants  of 
Utah,'  thereby  compelling  a  numerous 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  our  boasted  lie- 

•  public  to  fall  back  upon  the  indefeasible 
right  of  self-defence  and  adopt  lawful 
measures  for  their  own  protectic.c. 

fi     It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  ofli- 

•  cers  of  a  Government,  founded  at  so 
great  a  sacrifice  by  our  fijrefathors  upon 
■a  land  choice  above  all  other  lands,'  have 
become  so  sunken  in  degradation  as  to 
have  utterly  lost  sight  of  these  pure  and 
just  principles  embodied  in  the  Constilu- 
liou,  and  prefer,  in  the  mad  pursuit  of 
low,  grovelling  and  selfish  aims,  to  adopt 

;  and  carry  out  '.hat  suicidal  policy  a  per- 

►  sistence  in  which  can  but  end  in  rending 

to  pieces  a  Nation  that  otherwise  might 

•  become  the  happiest  and  most  powerful 
'..on  the  globe.  Reckless  office-holders 
'  and  office-seekers  have  their  poisoned 
-  fangs  so  deeply   buried   in   the  vitals  of 

the  body  politic  and  are  so  thoroughly 
organized  and  drilled  in  the  defence  and 
Httdck  of  the  spoils,  while  the  tradesmen, 
the  meehanics,  the  husbandmen  and  the 

'  humble  laborers — the  real  virtue  and 
sound  intelligence  of  the  Republic — are 
>io  busily  occupied  in  their  daily  toil  and, 
f  Koe])t  here  and  there  a  few,  are  so  little 
ftware  of  the  dire  portent  of  the  future 
and  of  the  measures  necessary  for  in- 
Kuriug  public  tranquility,  that  it  is  a  dis- 
couraging task  to  attempt  arresting  the 

vturbid  current  of  oSlcidl  corruption  that 


would  sweep  every  vesii^.>  of  truth,  vir- 
tue and  human  rights  trom  our, happy 
country,  but  the  crimsoned  salellileo  «r 
plunder,  oppression  and  usuip-iiion  may 
rest  assured  that  eyeiy  friend  ot  liberij' 
will  resist  theiir  destructive  pntgress  and 
stand  fast  by  the  Constiiuiion  and  uil 
laws  conformable  therewiih. 

True,  all  human  instituted  governments 
contain  more  or  less  of  the  weakness  per- 
taining to  imperfection,  and  to  this  law 
our  Government  is  by  no  means  an  ex- 
ception, stiil  I  am  not  acqu-iinted  with 
any  man-made  form  of  government  in 
which  are  sown  so  few  of  the  seeds  of 
its  own  dissolution.  Lovers  of  justice 
as  were  the  Revolutionary  patriots,  ep- 
dowed  as  they  were  in  their  deliberations 
and  acts  with  a  goodl)-  portion  of  that 
Tvisdom  wliich  coraeth  from  above,  and 
wielding  an  influence  seldom  attained  by 
so  small  a  number,  yet  they  w^ere  unable 
to  devise  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment without  a  system  of  checks  and 
balances,  dividing  the  federative  power 
into  three  distinct  branches  controllable 
only  by  the  will  of  the  sovereign  people. 
Their  former  experience  makes  it  matter 
of  no  surprise  that  in  their  deliberations 
and  acts  they  leaned  so  strongly  to  the 
side  of  the  largest  degree  of  individual 
freedom,  nor,  having  suffered  so  sorely 
under  the  cruel  rod  of  religion  established 
by  secular  power,  that  they  so  clearly 
and  strenuously  guarded  and  guaranteed 
the  widest  scope  to  freedom  of  conscienc< 
and  consequent  right  of  worship  in  ac 
cordance  therewith.  But  with  the  sound 
judgment  and  experience  possessed  by 
those  great  statesmen,  it  is  only  another 
evidence  of  the  weakness  incident  to  hu- 
manity, even  when  acting  under  the  best 
of  motive^,,   that    after  having  so  locg 


groaned  iinclir  ihe  bittt-r  opprtssion  of 
I'lriii-sh  colonial  rule  and  successfully 
stru^ivlcd  for  ihe  establUhinent  of  the  in- 
liurtnt  right  of  each  and  nil  to  'life,  lib- 
ertj-,  and  the  pursuit  of  hiippiiiess',  wiih 
the  positive  guiirantee  that  ev<.ry  one 
i^hould  bo  privileged  wiih  and  protected 
-in  the  blessings  flowing  from  a  republican 
form  of  government,  wiiose  character- 
istic coasisls  solely  in  the  well  delined 
and  well  understood  fact  that  the  rulers 
aud  laws  shall  proceed  oily  from  the 
election  and  consent  of  the  governed, 
ilu-y  should  in  April,  ITiU,  pass  Iiesolu- 
tions,  and  in  July,  17S7.  over  two  months 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Conslilu- 
lion,  pass  an  Ordina-ce  specially  legisla- 
ting for  American  ciiizens  residing  on 
public  domain,  diiectly  contrary  to  the 
very  genius  of  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation by  which  they  liad  mutually  pledg- 
ed each  other  they  would  be  guided. 
And  that  Very  legislalion,  contrarj' as  it 
was  to  the  autlioiiiies  aiid  limitations  of 
the  Articles  ol  Confederati'  n  existing  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  celebrated 
Ordinance  of  'U7  and  to  those  of  the  Con- 
stitution adopted  in  the  same  year,  as 
well  as  to  the  great  truth  embodied  in 
the  ])qclaralion  of  Independence,  ijtat 
governments  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  tlie  governed,  could 
be  and  was  endoised  by  Americans  so 
long  as  Uie  usurped  power  was  exercised 
in  justice;  and  the  portion  of  that  illegal 
legislation  copied  into  'Organic  Acts'  for 
Territories  could  still  bn  endured,  were 
it  not  so  grievously  abused,  as  is  the  case 
when  officers  are  attempted  to  be  forced 
upon  a  free  people  contrary  to  their 
known  and  expressed  wishes.  Still,  look- 
ing as  our  pitriot  fathers  measurably 
did  to  the  governmental  experience  and 


je-ximpleof  the  mother  country,  and  sur- 
rounded as  they  were  by  so  many  con- 
iflicting  views  and  entangling  questions, 
it  is  not  a  subject  of  so  much  surprise 
that  they  itiadvertenlly  took  so  illegal  a 
course,  as  it  is  that  an  early  Congress 
under  the  Constitution  conlinued  to  per- 
petuate and  endeavor  to  make  legal  that 
which  neither  was  nor  ever  could  be  law, 
without  first  destrovinjr  or  re-modelling 
the  very  Constitution  from,  which  Con- 
gress derives  its  power  to  act.  And, 
again,  the  coarse  of  that  Congress  is  by 
no  means  so  surprising  as  that  Congress 
after  Congress,  with  a  lengthening  expe- 
rience in  the  workings  of  the  govern- 
mental niachinery  and  a  boasted  increase 
of  enlightenment,  should  still  continue  to 
fasten  a  po:lion  of  that  unconstitutional 
relic  of  colonial  barbarism  tipon  Ameri- 
can citizens,  whenever  a  laudable  spirit 
of  enterprize  induces  those  citizens  to 
lawfully  occup)»  and  improve  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  domain.  And  it  is 
most  suipriaing  of  all,  that  Americans 
occupying  public  domain  in  Territories 
have  so  tamely  submitted  to  such  long 
continued  and  obvious  usurpation. 

Even  sinoe  the  more  odious  features  in 
the  Ordinance  of  '87  have  been  omitted 
in  the  Organic  Acts,  more  recently  passeil 
by  Congress  for  Territoiies,  which  Acta 
are  but  illegal  patterns  after  that  uncon- 
stitutional Ordinance,  officers  are  ap- 
pointed to  rule  over  American  citizens  in 
Territories  and  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
enactment,  adjudication  and  execution  of 
Territorial  laws;  and  worse  slill,  those 
officers  are  frequently  appointed  from  a 
class  well  known,  through  the  rightfully 
expressed  wishes  of  l-irge  majorities,  to 
be  justly  objected  toby  those  whom  they 
are  appointed  to  govern.     Call  you  that 
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republican?  It  is^BritisIi  coloaial  vHssa- 
lage  unconstitutioiiiilly  pcrpetuateJ  b}- 
tyranny  and  u^uipaliori  in  tlie  powers 
tliat  be.  Id  is  difficult  to  conciive  lioW  a 
people  so  enlightened  as  are  Americans, 
sbould  j'or  so  long  a  period  liave  sufTered 
thenjselves  to  be  measurably  disfran- 
chised by  usurpation's  curtailing  their 
ri^lits  when  iiassinir  an  air  line  from  a 
■iStiite  , into' a  Territory,  more  especially 
when  th»t  changing  of  locality  is  to  rc 
i^ult  in  the  improvement  of  regions  that 
Would  otherwise  remain  waste. 

It  is  foreign  to  my  present  p  irpose  to 
detail  that  policy  which  should  have  gov- 
erned from  the  beginning  in  relation  to 
enlightened  residents  in  our  Territories, 
n  policy  that  would  not  bave  curtailed 
Ihera  in  the  least  Constitutional  right, 
aad  would  thereby  have  utterly  excluded 
that  odious  and  suicidal  inconsistency  ex- 
isting from  the  first  until  now  between 
the  form  and  the  administration  of  our 
Government,  and  would  have  caused  the 
administration,  as  does  the  form,  to  guar- 
antee equal  freedom  to  al',  in  Territory 
as  well  as  State,  but  will  merely  remark, 
in  passing,  that  the  continued  practice  of 
that  wretched  inconsis'iency  has  done  and 
is  doing  much  to  undermine  the  fair 
fabric  of  American  liberty. 

Utah  also,  like  other  Territories,  saw 
fit  to  waive  those  Constitutional  rights  so 
illegally  denied  to  citizens  who  cross 
certain  air  lines  o£  a  common  country  to 
extend  the  area  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  an  Act  organizing  our  Terri 
torial  governm  ent  was  passed  by  Congress 
on  the  9th  of  iSeptember,  1S50.  Fortu- 
nately for  us  a  wise  and  good  man  then 
occupied  ihe  executive  chair  of  our  na- 
tion, a  statesman  whose  sound  judgment 
and  humane  feelings  prompted  him  to  ex- 


tend to  lis  our  rights,  so  far  as  the  'Or- 
ganic  Act'    and   hungry  oTice    hunters 
would  permit.     He  appointed  a  part  of 
the  customary  appointets  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  tlie   people,  and  no 
doubt  thought  that  he  had  appointed  good 
men  to  fill  the  remaining  oftices,  but  in 
this  he  was  partially  disappointed,  being 
deceived  by  the   foolish    although    very 
common  habit  of  recommending  men  who  M 
are  not  worthy.     I  am  also  confident  that 
his  successor  endeavored  to  make  as  gootl 
appointments  for  us  as  circumstances  and 
unwise  counsels    and    recommendations 
would  allow,  but  during  his  administra- 
tion prejudice  began   to  set  in  strongly 
against  Utah,  and  he  was  so  unfortunate 
as  to  appoint,  at  the  instigation  and  solici- 
tation of  a   then  indnential  Senator   in 
Congress,  a  person  who  proved  to  be  as 
degraded  as  his  capacity  would  .-tdmit, 
arid  who  it  is  reported  came,   acted,    left 
and  still  acted  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions from  the  Senator  who  procured 
his  appointment,  but  in  a  manner  outrag- 
ing morality,  justice,  humanity,  law,  and 
even  common  decencv. 

The  members  and  officers  of  the  last 
Legislative  Assembly,  familiar  with  the 
evils  vi-ited  upon  the  innocent  by  the 
miserably  bad  conduct  of  certain  officials 
heretofore  sent  here  by  Government, 
knowing  that  all  republican  governments, 
which  both  our  General  and  State  gov- 
ernments are  in  form,  are  based  upon  the 
principle  that  the  governed  shall  enjoy 
the  right  to  elect  their  own  officers  and 
be  guided  by  laws  having  their  own  con- 
sent, and  perfectly  aware  that  by  the 
Constitution  residents  in  Territories  are 
guaranteed  that  great  right  equally  with 
residents  in  States,  (for  Congress  has  not 
one  particle  more  Constitutional  power  to 


legislate  for  and  officer  AniericaTis  in  Ter- 
ritories than  they  have  to  legislate  for 
and  officer  Americans  in  States)  respect- 
fully memorialized  the  President  and 
Senate  to  appoint  officers  for  Utah  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  accompanying  list  con- 
taining the  names  of  persons  who  were 
her  first  choice  for  the  offices  placed  op- 
posite those  names,  but  if  that  seleciion 
did  not  meet  with  approvals  they  were 
solicited  to  make  the  appointments  from 
a  list  contaiiiinsj  other  and  a  larger  num- 
bar  of  names  of  residents  who  were  also 
the  choice  of  the  people,  and  if  that  se- 
lection was  also  rejected,  to  appoint  from 
amy  part  of  the  Union,  with  the  simple 
request,  in  such  event,  that  the  appointees 
be  good  men.  In  this  matter  of  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  what  more  riglits  could 
the  most  tyrannical  in  a  Republican  Gov 
ernment  ask  a  Territory  to  waive?  Yet 
up  to  this  date  no  official  information 
concerning  the  action,  if  any,  taken  upon 
that  memorial  has  ever  reached  us. 

Time  glided  by,  and  travolei-s  and 
newspapers  began  to  confirm  the  inmov 
that  the  present  Executive  and  a  part  of 
his  Cabinet  had  yieMed  to  the  rabid 
clamor  raised  against  Utah  by  lying  edi- 
tors, corrupt  demagogues,  heartless  office 
hunters  and  the  ignorant  rabble,  incited 
by  numbers  of  tlie  hireling  clergy,  and 
were  about  to  send  an  army  to  Utah  with 
the  sole  and  avowed  puvpjse,  as  pub- 
lished in  almost  every  newspaper,  of 
compelling  .\mericKn  citizens,  peacefully, 
loyally  and  lawfully  occupying  American 
foil,  to  foregi  the  dearest  Constitutional 
rights,  to  abandcm  their  religion,  to  wal- 
low in  the  mire  and  worship  at  the  shrine 
of  modern  civilization  and  ChriHtianity, 
or  be  expelled  from  the  country,  or  ex- 
terminated.     'Where  now   are  Con^tiiu 


tional  I'ightb?"  Who  is  laying  the  ax  nU 
the  root  of  the  tree  of  liberty?  Who  are 
the  usurpers?  V^ho  the  tyrants?  "Who 
the  traitors?  Most  assuredly  those  who, 
are  madly  urging  measures  to  subv^fj^ 
the  genius  of  free  institutions  and  ihos^ 
principles  of  liberty  upon  which  our 
Government  is  based,  and  to  overthrow 
virtue,  independence,  justice,  and  true  iu- 
lelligtnce,  the  loss  of  either  of  which,  by 
the  people,  tlits  celebrated  Judge  Story 
has  wisely  affirmed  would  be  the  ruin  o£ 
our  Republic-' — the  destruction  of  its  vital-, 
ity.  And  ex-Presideut  James  Jfadi-son^ 
among  other  purposes,  declared  it  lo  be 
the  purpose  oi  Governmeijt  "to  avoid 
the  slightest  interference  with  the  rights- 
of  conscience,  or  the  functions  of  religion, 
so  wisely  exempted  fropi  civil  jurisdic- 
tion." ,:, 

Has  Utah  ever  violated  the  lenst  prin- 
ciple of  the  Constitution,  or  so  much  a* 
broken  the  most  insignificant  Constitu- 
tional enactment?  No,  nor  have  we- 
the  most  distant  occasicfn  ifdr  soj  doing,, 
but  have  ever  striven  to  peacefully 
enjoy  and  extend  tlioso  rights  grant- 
ed to  all  by  a  merciful  Creator.  But 
so  unobtrusive  and  wise  a  course 
does  not  seem  to  pleiiae  those  who  live 
and  wish  to  live  by  office,  ahd  those 
who  make  and  loVe  lies,  and  since  thoso 
characters  are  numerous  and  also  power- 
ful through  well  disciplined  orgnniz.ition, 
and  since  Utah  has  yielded  right  after 
right,  for  (he  sake'  of  peace,  until  heu 
policy  has  emboldened  ilie  enemies  of 
our  Union,  it  must  needs  be  tlwit  Presi- 
dent Bu  liahan,  if  he  has  ordered  ai» 
army  to  Uiah  as  reported,  for  he  has  not 
officially  notified  me  of  such  a  movement 
by  liis  ordur,  has  at  Itingih  saccumbed> 
either  of  chbioe  or  through  being  over» 
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come,  to  theHfhtcI  and  titfarious  couirsete 
of  thc^e  enemies,  and  is  endeavoring  to 
carry  out  a  usurpation  of  power  nliicli  o( 
right  belongs  only  to  tl.e  peoi/)e,  by  ap 
pointing  civil  officers  known  to  be  jus^tly 
objectiunablu  to  freemen  and  sending  a 
sVcalled  army  under  mere  color  of  Jaw 
to  force  those  officers  upon  us.  at  the 
point  of  the  bMyonet,  and  to  form 
;u  nucleus  tor  the  collection  and  pro- 
faction  of  every  gambler,  cut  throat, 
«lio:-tmaster  and  stuundrel  who  may 
choose  to  follow  in  their  train.  Such 
a  treasonable  system  of  operations  nil! 
never  be  endured,  nor  even  counte- 
nanced, by  any  person  possessed  of  the 
Itast  spark  of  patrioti-m  and  love  of  Con- 
*tit\ilional  liberty.  The  President  Knew, 
if  he  knew  the  facts  in  the  ease,  as  he 
was  in  dutv  bound  to  do  before  taking 
action,  that  the  ofBcials  hitherto  sent 
here  had  been  invariably  received  and 
treated  with  all  the  respect  their  offices 
demanded,  and  that  a  portion  of  them 
had  met  with  far  more  courtesy  than  else- 
where would  have  been  extended  to  them, 
or  their  conduct  deserved;  he  also  knew, 
or  had  the  privilege  of  knowing,  that  the 
memorial  cf  the  last  Assembly,  as  al- 
ready stated,  respectfully  informed  him 
that  Utah  wished  ffood  men  for  olBcers. 
and  that  such  officers  would  be  cordially 
welcomed  and  obeyed,  but  that  we  would 
ijot  again  tamely  endure  the  abuse  and 
misrule  meted  by  official  villains,  as  were 
some  who  have  formerly  officiated  here. 
Such  being  a  few  of  the  leading  fnctsy 
■what  Avere  thfe  legitimate  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  the  rumors  that  the  Piesi- 
denthad  sent  a  batch  of  officials  with  an 
army  to  operate  as  their  posse?  That  he 
had  willfully  made  the  official  appoint- 
ments for  Utah  torn  ai  class  o*hcr  tlian 


good  men,  and  placed   himself,  where! 
tyrants  of. en  are,  m  the  position  of  levy-: 
ing  war   against  the  very  Nation  whose 
choice  had  made  him  iu  chief  executive 
oliiier. 

Full)'  aware,  as  has  been  justly  writ- 
ten, that  "patiioliem  does  not  conbist  in 
aiding  Government  in  e.ery  b.ise  or 
stupid  act  ii  may  perform,  but  rather  in 
paralyzing  its  power  when  it  violates 
vested  rights,  atiroiits  insulted  justice, 
and  assumes  undelegated  authority," 
and  knowing  that  the  so-called  army,  re- 
ported to  be  on  its  way  to  Utah,  was  an. 
undii-guited  mob,  if  not  sent  by  the  Pres-. 
ident  of  the  United  Stales,  and  if  sent  by 
him,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purpose 

I  alleged  in    all  the  inlbrmation  ptruiitted^ 

[  to  reach  us,  was  no  less  a  mob,  though 
ill  the  latter  event  acting  under  color  of 

llaw,  upon  learning  its  near  approach  I 
issued,  as  in  Constituiional  duly  bound, 
a  Proclamation  expressly  lorbidding  all 

jbodies  of  armed  men,  under  whatsoever 
name  or  by  whomsoever  sent,  to  come 
within  the  bounds  of  this  Territory.  '1  hat 
so  called  army  or,  m^re  strictly  speaking, 
mob  refused  to  obey  that  Proclamation, 
copies  of  which  were  officially  furnished 
them,  and  prosecuted  their  march  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Forts  Biidger  and  Sup- 
ply, (which  were  vacated  and  burnt upcu 

'their  approach)  where  it  is  said  they  in- 
tend to  winter.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  respectfully  suggest  that  yon 
take  such  measures  as  your  enlightened 
judgment  may  dictate,  to  insure  public 
tranquility  and  protect,  preserve,  and 
perpetuate  in\i.ilare  ihos-  inalienable 
Constitutional  r  ghts  which  have  descend- 
ed to  us  a  rich  Kgacy  from  our  fore- 
fathers. 
A  civijizc,(il  ni^lipa  is  one  that  never  in^ 
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inges  upon  the  rights  of  its  citizens,  but  borne  the  insults  and  outrages  cf  lawless* 
strives  to  protect  and  mate  happy  all  officials,  until  we  are  compelled  in  self 
within  its  sphere,  -which  our  Government,  defence  to  assert  and  maintain  that  great 
above  all  others,  is  obligated  to  accom-  Constitutional  right  of  the  governed  to 
plish,  though  its  present  course  is  as  far  officers  of  their  own  election  and  local 
from  that  wise  and  just  path  as  the  earth  laws  of  their  own  enactment.  That  the 
is  from  the  sun.  And  under  the  aggra-  President  and  the  counselors,  aiders  and 
rated  abuses  that  have  been  heaped  upon  I  abettors  of  the  present  treasonable  em- 


us in  the  past,  vou  and  the  whole  people 
are  my  witnesses  that  it  has  more  par- 
ticularly fallen  to  my  lot  and  been  my 
policy  and  practice  to  restrain  rather  than 
urge  resistance  to  usurpation  and  ty- 
ranny on  the  part  of  the  enemies  to  the 
Constitution  and-  Constitutional  laws, 
(  who  are  also  our  enemies  and  the  ene- 
mies of  all  republics  and  republicans) 
until  forbearance  under  such  cruel  and 
illegal  treatment  cannot  well  be  longer 
exercised.  No  one  has  denied  or  wishes 
to  deny  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
send  its  troops  when,  where  and  as  it 
pleases,  so  it  is  but  done  clearly  within 
the  authorities  and  limitations  of  the 
Constitution,  and  for  the  safety  and  wel- 
fare of  the  people;  but  when  it  sends 
them  clearly  without  the  pale  of  those 
authorities  and  limitations,  unconstitu- 
tionally to  oppress  the  people,  as  is  the 
case  in  the  so-called  army  sent  to  Utah, 
it  commits  a  treason  against  itself  which 
commands  the  resistance  of  all  good  men, 
or  freedom  will  depart  our  Nation,^ 

In  compliance  with  a  long  established 
custom  in  appointing  officers  not  of  the 
people's  electing,  which  the  Supreme 
(Jourt  of  the  United  States  would  at  once 
in  justice  decide  to  be  unconstitutional, 
we  have  petitioned  and  petitioned  that 
good  men  be  appointed,  until,  that  hope 
is  exhausted;  and  we  have  long  cnougl 


sade  against  the  peace  and  rights  of  » 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  may  re- 
consider their  course  and  retrace  their 
steps  is  earnestly  to  be  desired,  but  in 
either  event  our  trust  and  confidence  are 
in  that  Being  who  at  his  pleasure  rules 
among  the  armies  of  heaven  and  control* 
the  wrath  of  the  children  of  men,  and 
most  cheerfully  should  we  be  able  to 
abide  the  issue. 

Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  entire' 
confidence  that  your  deliberations  will  be 
distinguished  by  that  wisdom,  unanimity 
and  love  of  justice  that  have  ever  mark- 
ed the  counsels  of  our  Legislative  Assem- 
blies, and  the  assurance  of  my  hearty  co- 
operation in  every  measure  you  adopt  for 
promoting  the  true  interests  of  a  Terri- 
tory beloved  by  us  for  its  very  isolation 
and  forbidding  aspect,  for  here,  if  any 
where  upon  this  footstool  of  our  God. 
have  we  the  privilege  and  prospectof  be- 
ing able  to  secure  and  enjoy  those  inesti- 
mable rights  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  the  beneficent  Creator  of  all  man- 
kind has,  in  bis  mercy,  made  indefeasi- 
ble, and  perpetuate  them  upon  a  broader 
and  firmer  basis  for  thu  benefit  of  our- 
selves, of  our  children  and  our  children'* 
children,  until  peace  shall  be  restored  tw 
our  distracted  country. 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 
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